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Proportion of the population living 
below the national poverty line
(one US dollar per day)

2016/17 21.4%
2023/24 16.1%
Number of non-poor but
economically insecure individuals

2016/17 15.3 million 

2023/24 17.4 million

Multidimensional
Poverty Incidence

2016/17 44.3%
2019/20 42.1%
Multidimensional
Child Poverty Incidence

2016/17 56%
2019/20 44%

Universal Health Coverage Index

2015 43  2021 49
Fertility rate

2014 5.8  2024 4.5
Life expectancy at birth (2024)

Total 68.2
Females 70.1 Males 66.9

2024 Global Hunger Index score

27.3 (serious hunger level)

Rate of undernourishment (2022)

36.9% of the population

Percentage of children under five who 
are stunted (2022)

29%
Percentage of the population experien-
cing moderate or severe food insecuri-
ty (2022)

71.2%

Maternal
Mortality Ratio

2016 336 deaths per100,000 live births

2022 189 deaths per 100,000 live births

Under-five
mortality rate 

2016 64 per 1,000 live births

2022 52 deaths per 1,000 live births

Road fatality rate (2023)

28.9 per 100,000 people

Number of new
HIV infections

2016 68,783
2024 36,648

Rural areas 50% 
Urban areas 19.7%

Key facts 
and figures
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Gross Domestic
Product (per capita)

2015/16 US$864
2023/24 US$1,146

Informal employment
as a share of total employment 
(2021)

Total 91.9%
Females 94%
Males 90.3%

Share employed
in agriculture (2024)

70%

Youth not in education, employment 
or training (NEET)

2016 40.7%
2021 41.1%
2024 50.9%

Formal financial inclusion

2018 58%
Females 54%   Males 63%
2023 68% 
Females 62%   Males 75%

Global Innovation
Index ranking
(2025)

124/139
Manufacturing value added (as 
percentage of GDP)

2024 15%
Individual ownership
of mobile phones 

2014 38%
2024 43%

Gini Coefficient (2023/24) 

0.382
Gender Inequality Index (2023)

Score 0.524
(Inequality Adjusted)

 
Human Development
Index (2023)

Score 0.582

Global Gender Gap Index

2020 0.717
2024 0.706
Share of women holding
Cabinet positions

2016 33%
2025 45%
Share of women holding
Parliamentary seats (2025)

34%

Net Enrolment Rate
for primary school (2023/24)

Total 78%
Females 79%
Males 77%
Net Enrolment Rate for secondary 
school (2023/24)

Total 23%

Literacy levels (2024)

Total 74%

Urban areas 81%
Rural areas 77%

Females 24%
Males 22%

Females 72%
Males 77%

Access to safely managed drinking 
water (2024):

Total 18%

Access to safely managed sanitation 
services (2024):

Total 20%

Practicing open defecation (2024)

Total 4%

Rural areas 10%
Urban areas 40%

Rural areas 19%
Urban areas 25%

Rural areas 4%
Urban areas 2%

Electricity access

2000 5%
2024 53%
Households with access
to clean cooking 

4%
Installed electricity
capacity (2024)

Total 2,048.1 MW
Hydropower 84%
Bagasse 7%

25% grid-connected

28% off-grid

Thermal 5%
Solar 4%
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Contribution of the 
fisheries subsector 
to national GDP 
(2024)

3%
Estimated 
post-harvest fish 
losses

45%

Water bodies
with good
ambient water 
quality

51%
National fish 
species listed as 
endangered (2024)

54% (of 159 
species)

Women and men aged 15–49 experiencing 
physical violence (2022)

Women 44%
Men 39%
Share of 18–24-year-olds having experienced 
physical violence in childhood (2022)

Girls 59%
Boys 68%

Share of 18-24-year-olds
having experienced 
sexual
violence in childhood
(2022)

Girls 35%
Boys 17%
Corruption Perception 
Index score (2023)

26
Birth registration rate 
(2022)

40.4%

Government revenue (excluding 
grants) as % of GDP (2023)

14.4%
Net ODA as % of GNI (2022) 
4.74%

Foreign direct investment 
inflows (2023)

US$2.99 billion

Remittances (2023)

US$1.43 billion

Above-ground biomass 
in forests

96 t/ha

Share of land affected 
by degradation

41%
Estimated annual cost 
of degradation

US$2.3 billion

Urban population
growth rate
(2014-2021)

8.8%
Urban day population 
(2024)

5.5 million

Air quality – average fine particulate 
matter mean concentration in cities

2018 39.1 µg/m³

2024 39 µg/m³

Urban solid waste disposal (2024)

Open dumping/burning 55%
Open dumpsite 36%
Landfill 9%
Permanent housing deficit

7.3 million units

Estimated post-harvest
food loss

Grains 40%
Fruits and vegetables 30-80%
Beans 25%

World’s most polluted 
countries rank (2024)

8th 

INFORM Risk
Index ranking

2023 16/191
2024 12/191
Disaster-related deaths, 
missing persons and directly 
impacted people (2018)

103 per 100,000

Estimated disaster-related
economic losses (2020/21)

US$150 million

GHG emissions

2015

90.1 MtCO2e

2030

148.8 MtCO2e (projected)

2030 (mitigation scenario) 

112.1 MtCO2e
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Introduction
This summary United Nations Country Analysis 
report presents the recent national development 
story, including three strategic imperatives, and a 
set of 10 acceleration pathways. It focuses on what 
must shift in policies, systems and delivery to move 
Uganda towards a more prosperous, resilient and 
inclusive future.

Despite uncertainties, there is progress to build on. 
In 2023, the Sustainable Development Report gave 
Uganda a score of 56.1. This is a modest improve‑
ment from 2020, but slightly above the Sub‑Saharan 
Africa average of 53.7.

Nutrition, food security and poverty remain areas 
of concern. The prevalence of undernourishment 
is estimated at 36.9 percent and recent estimates 
suggest 71.2 percent of the population is experienc‑
ing moderate or severe food insecurity. Poverty has 
declined over the long term but remains persistent, 
and the gains are uneven. The multidimensional 
poverty rate in rural areas is 50 percent, nearly three 
times higher than the urban rate.

Environmental pressure is intensifying. Roughly 41 
percent of land is affected by degradation, with the 
associated economic losses estimated at about 
US$2.3 billion annually. Forest cover loss has been 
driven largely by biomass demand and land-use 
change.

Financing needs are sizeable, and the fiscal space 
is constrained, however, domestic revenue effort 
is improving. The government revenue (excluding 
grants) as a percentage of Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) ratio is currently estimated at 14.4 percent, 
reflecting gradual improvements in domestic 
resource mobilization. Investor interest has risen, 
with foreign direct investment inflows estimated at 
approximately US$3.0 billion in 2023.

The UN Country Analysis highlights three strategic 
imperatives. First, anchor growth in competitive 
value chains and productive jobs by linking infra‑
structure, energy, finance, skills and standards into 
a single industrial policy package. Second, protect 
people and the economy from recurrent shocks by 
investing in climate resilience and adaptive social 
protection that prevents households from sliding 
into poverty. Third, strengthen institutions, particu‑
larly public financial management, local government 
capacity and transparent data systems, to raise 
the return on every shilling invested. When pursued 
together, these three imperatives will help acceler‑
ate achievement of multiple SDG targets, including 
reducing poverty and food insecurity, widening the 
domestic fiscal space and reinforcing social cohe‑
sion.

This summary report presents 10 acceleration 
pathways to help Uganda achieve the SDGs. These 
pathways are aligned to Uganda’s Fourth National 
Development Plan and reflect Uganda’s compara‑
tive advantages – its people, location and natural 
resources. Five of these pathways carry especially 
high catalytic potential: inclusive and sustainable 
industrialization; full employment and decent work; 
climate resilience and disaster risk management; 
universal social protection and human capital; and 
effective, accountable and transparent institutions. 
The other five are enabling pathways that will help 
sustain and scale gains: sustainable management of 
natural resources and biodiversity; water, sanitation 
and a healthy environment; digital transformation 
and energy access; regional integration and refu‑
gee‑host solutions; and partnerships, financing and 
data for delivery.

Uganda stands at a pivotal moment in its 
development journey. A youthful population, 
expanding regional opportunities and 
growing domestic markets present significant 
prospects for inclusive growth. Yet, the pace of 
structural transformation has been slower than 
envisioned, with productivity, diversification 
and service delivery gains lagging behind 
national ambition. The convergence of climate 
shocks, demographic dynamics, uneven 
institutional capacity and a tightening fiscal 
space has suppressed the speed of progress 
towards the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs).
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The Economic Structure 
and Transformation
Over the last two decades, Uganda’s economy has 
expanded through growth in the service, trade and 
agriculture sectors. The structure of production, 
however, still reflects a limited shift to higher‑pro‑
ductivity activities. Agriculture employs about 70 
percent of workers but contributes only 24 percent 
to GDP, while manufacturing, contributing just 15 
percent to GDP, remains below its potential. Weak 
logistics, high transport costs and limited long‑term 
finance impede uptake of modern technologies and 
standards. Both the domestic market and regional 
demand are growing. This growth underpins oppor‑
tunities in agro‑processing, light manufacturing and 
construction inputs – but only if firms can scale 
quality and reliability.

Social Inclusion and Human Development 
Human development outcomes have improved, 
but disparities persist across regions and groups. 
Women, youth, children, older persons, people with 
disabilities, migrants, refugees and other marginal‑
ized and vulnerable groups experience discrimination 
and a lack of opportunities. Income poverty overlaps 
with multidimensional deprivation. Rural communi‑
ties, remote districts and informal settlements face 
the sharpest service gaps. Multidimensional poverty 
in rural areas is 50 percent, markedly higher than in 
urban areas, where the rate is 19.7 percent. There 
has been progress in the health sector, such as for 
child survival, yet quality and access challenges 
remain in primary healthcare. In education, the 
net enrolment rate was 78 percent in 2023/24 for 
primary schooling but learning outcomes and com‑
pletion rates require renewed focus.

Food Security and Nutrition
Food systems face climate, market and infrastructure 
constraints. The prevalence of undernourishment 
is 36.9 percent, above the East Africa average of 
28.5 percent. It is estimated that 71.2 percent of 
the population experience moderate or severe food 
insecurity. Productivity growth in staple crops is 
uneven and post‑harvest losses remain high (up to 
40 percent for grains and 30-80 percent for fruits 
and vegetables). Value‑chain integration – from 
inputs and extension services to storage, process‑
ing and market information – will be key to raising 
farmer incomes and improving diets.

Environment, Natural Capital 
and Climate Risk
Uganda’s natural capital underpins livelihoods and 
growth, but pressure on forests, wetlands and biodi‑
versity is rising. About 41 percent of land is affected 
by degradation, with losses estimated at about 
US$2.3 billion annually. From 2001 to 2024, Uganda 
lost 1.2 million hectares of tree cover, which is equiv‑
alent to 15 percent of the tree cover area in 2000. This 
is driven largely by biomass demand and land-use 
change. Wetland conversion, urban encroachment 
and pollution degrade the ecosystem services that 
regulate water and reduce disaster risk. Climate 
change is already altering rainfall patterns, and the 
country continues to witness droughts, floods and 
landslides that impose recurrent human and fiscal 
costs.

Uganda’s 
Development 
Context

Demographic Dynamics 
and the Youth Bulge
Uganda has one of the world’s youngest popula‑
tions. Each year, between 600,000 and 700,000 
young people enter the labour market seeking 
opportunities, yet only 34 percent succeed in find‑
ing a job. This demographic profile offers a potential 
dividend if jobs are created at scale and if skills 
training aligns with market demand. Access to edu‑
cation has improved but learning outcomes and 
school‑to‑work transitions remain uneven. Gender 
gaps in employment and entrepreneurship reflect 
constraints in access to opportunities, unequal 
care burdens and cultural norms that limit wom‑
en’s access to economic opportunities. Harnessing 
youth potential will be critical for the next phase of 
development.

Public Finance and Investment
The government revenue (excluding grants) as a 
percentage of GDP is 14.4 percent, an increase from 
11.6 percent in 2015. This change reflects gradual 
improvements in domestic resource mobilization, 
but the ratio is still below that of peer countries, 
and development needs outstrip the available fiscal 
resources. The growing debt burden, mainly from 
financing the needed infrastructural investments, 
is limiting the room for investment in the social 
sectors. Increased public-private partnerships that 
encourage investment are therefore central to clos‑
ing the infrastructure and service delivery gap. The 
country attracted US$2.99 billion in foreign direct 
investment in 2023, an increase from the US$1.19 
billion recorded in 2020. This consistent investment 
inflow highlights Uganda’s growing appeal to global 
investors and will contribute to socioeconomic 
transformation.

National Priorities
National planning places strong emphasis on indus‑
trialization, decent work, institutions and urban 
transformation. This focus reflects an understand‑
ing that economic diversification, job‑rich growth 
and capable institutions are mutually reinforcing. 
Achievement of complementary priorities – climate 
resilience, social protection, food systems, digital 
transformation and human capital – will help sus‑
tain the gains from growth and protect households 
from shocks. Targeted investments in sustainable 
industrialization, decent work and effective and 
transparent institutions have the highest potential 
spillovers across other SDGs.
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Key sustainable 
development 
pathways for 
Uganda
As introduced above, development pathways 
1 to 5 are high‑acceleration pathways – those 
that have high catalytic potential for increasing 
achievement towards the SDGs. Pathways 6 to 
10 are the enabling pathways – those that will 
help sustain and scale the gains made through 
the first five pathways.

Pathway 1
Inclusive 
and Sustainable 
Industrialization
Evidence shows that, globally, industrialization has 
been the engine of structural change. Uganda’s loca‑
tion, market access, mineral deposits and agricultural 
base create a sound platform for agro‑processing, light 
manufacturing and mineral-based industrialization. 
The logic of this pathway is to combine infrastructure 
and energy reliability with trade logistics, standards, 
skills and finance so that firms can scale production, 
meet quality requirements and compete in regional 
and global markets.

Current constraints include high transport and energy 
costs; limited medium to long‑term finance for capital 
expenditure; delays in regulatory processes; gaps in 
testing, metrology and certification; and a shortage 
of skilled technicians. Fragmented value chains limit 
reliable supply and traceability. Addressing these con‑
straints in a sequenced manner can unlock private 
investment at scale.

In the near term, competitiveness can be raised by 
completing key road and power reliability upgrades to 
priority industrial zones; expanding last‑mile distribu‑
tion networks; and modernizing and expanding storage 
and cold chains. Sector targeting should focus on 
value chains where Uganda already has raw‑material 
or location advantages. A national quality infrastruc‑
ture programme that links standards to firm‑level 
upgrading will support export readiness.

Industrial energy efficiency, renewable power and 
water stewardship can manage environmental foot‑
prints while enhancing competitiveness. A practical 
approach will be to pair clean energy upgrades with 
cost‑saving productivity improvements. Over time, the 
ecosystem for innovation, such as technical universi‑
ties, applied research centres and industrial extension, 
should be scaled to support firm capabilities.

The results of supporting inclusive and sustainable 
industrialization will be higher productivity, more 
formal jobs and stronger export performance, with 
spillovers aiding achievement of SDGs on poverty, hun‑
ger, energy, decent work, responsible consumption and 
partnerships.

Pathway 2
Full Employment 
and Decent 
Work
The scale of youth entry into the labour market makes 
employment the defining issue of the coming decade. 
Currently, 50.9 percent of young people are not in edu‑
cation, employment or training. A jobs‑first approach 
should integrate skills, enterprise finance and labour 
market intermediation. Modernizing technical and 
vocational education and training with employer part‑
nerships and practical training models will improve 
relevance and increase successful transitions from 
education to employment.

Enterprise growth requires affordable working capital 
and investment finance tied to business development 
services so that firms can adopt better processes and 
standards. Simplified regulations and fair competi‑
tion will improve the operating environment for young 
people. Over time, labour regulation reforms that clar‑
ify rights and responsibilities should help formalize 
employment and extend social protection.

Raising productivity in informal self‑employment will 
also be vital. For example, access to training, digital 
tools and markets can lift earnings for micro‑enter‑
prises. Removing gendered barriers around asset 
ownership, access to finance, childcare and safety will 
help expand women’s labour force participation.

These measures will generate gains across SDGs 
on poverty, education, gender equality, decent work 
and inequalities by lifting incomes, improving learn‑
ing‑to‑work transitions and creating opportunities for 
everyone.
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Pathway 3
Climate Resilience 
and Disaster Risk 
Management
Climate change partly shapes livelihoods as well as 
household and government budgets. For example, 
droughts, floods and landslides disrupt food produc‑
tion, damage infrastructure and strain public finances. 
Building resilience to the effects of climate change will 
help protect growth. A practical package for Uganda 
should include approaches such as early warning sys‑
tems, climate information services, drought‑resilient 
water supplies, and nature‑based solutions that stabi‑
lize soils and restore ecosystems.

Risk‑informed public investment management should 
screen projects for climate exposure and maintenance 
requirements. In agriculture, climate‑smart practices 
– such as drought‑tolerant varieties, soil moisture 
conservation and integrated pest management – will 
help reduce yield volatility. In urban areas, improved 
drainage, solid‑waste management and flood‑resilient 
design will help reduce losses. Insurance, contingency 
financing and shock‑responsive social protection will 
help in limiting household and fiscal stress during 
crises.

The payoff of these investments will be fewer disrup‑
tions to livelihoods and services, stabilized productivity 
in climate‑sensitive sectors and more predictable bud‑
get execution – accelerating achievement of SDGs on 
climate, hunger, water, energy and life on land.

Pathway 4
Universal Social 
Protection and 
Human Capital
Inclusive growth requires a resilient social foundation. 
Adaptive social protection systems should be used to 
help stabilize household consumption during shocks 
and prevent poverty traps. For example, interventions 
for poor and vulnerable households should be scaled 
up based on shock‑responsive triggers. Health sys‑
tems strengthening will help reduce avoidable mortality 
and improve productivity. Focus areas should include 
increasing the quality of primary healthcare, improving 
maternal and child health, increasing access to essen‑
tial medicines and improving universal health coverage 
to reduce financial risk. Nutrition interventions, espe‑
cially in early childhood and for adolescent girls, will 
help combat stunting, wasting and micronutrient defi‑
ciencies.

Education reform should focus on learning and mas‑
tery of foundational skills, particularly literacy and 
numeracy. Pathways from school to skills to work must 
be strengthened through flexible vocational training.

Expanding coverage and quality across social pro‑
tection, health and education will help advance 
achievement of SDGs on poverty, hunger, health, edu‑
cation, gender and inequalities while also laying the 
groundwork for a more productive economy.

Pathway 5
Effective, 
Accountable and 
Transparent 
Institutions
Institutional effectiveness underpins all development 
outcomes. Improving public financial management, 
institutional effectiveness and transparency in deci‑
sion making will raise the value of each shilling spent. 
Strengthening local governments’ capacities around 
planning, budgeting, supervision and citizen feedback 
will support improvements in front-line service delivery. 
Open data, performance dashboards and grievance 
redress systems can be used to help increase trans‑
parency and trust.

Predictable, rules‑based regulation will lower business 
risk and encourage investment. Increased justice sec‑
tor efficiency, such as better case management and 
more use of alternative dispute resolution, can help 
improve citizen’s access to justice, if combined with 
reduced costs.

Strengthening coordination across central and local 
levels and among all development actors will improve 
the quality of the Government’s delivery of public ser‑
vices and its implementation of policies, programmes 
and laws. As domestic revenue performance improves, 
it will become more important for the Government to 
apply resources to the most pressing development 
needs.

Effective and transparent institutions that are account‑
able to all who live in Uganda should improve policy 
coherence and delivery, which in turn will support the 
acceleration of achievement of nearly all SDGs.

Pathway 6
Sustainable 
Natural Resource 
Management and 
Biodiversity
Healthy ecosystems sustain agriculture, regulate 
water and support tourism. Reversing deforestation 
and wetland loss requires community involvement, 
secure land and resource rights, and viable alter‑
natives to the use of biomass for energy. Improved 
and integrated landscape management that aligns 
conservation with livelihoods, such as sustainable 
forestry, agroforestry and climate‑smart rangeland 
management, will help restore ecosystems.

Pathway 7
Water, Sanitation 
and a Healthy 
Environment
Universal access to safe water and sanitation is 
foundational for human development. Investments 
in rural water supply, urban network rehabilitation 
and improved waste management will help reduce 
disease burdens and improve liveability. Industrial 
pollution control and cleaner production will further 
enhance the competitiveness of Uganda’s industries 
while also safeguarding health.
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Pathway 8
Digital 
Transformation 
and Energy Access
Healthy ecosystems sustain agriculture, regulate 
water and support tourism. Reversing deforestation 
and wetland loss requires community involvement, 
secure land and resource rights, and viable alter‑
natives to the use of biomass for energy. Improved 
and integrated landscape management that aligns 
conservation with livelihoods, such as sustainable 
forestry, agroforestry and climate‑smart rangeland 
management, will help restore ecosystems.

Pathway 9
Regional Integration 
and Refugee‑Host 
Solutions
Regional markets and mobility multiply the benefits 
of domestic reforms. Corridor investments, trade 
facilitation and standards harmonization will lower 
costs and expand opportunities for firms. Uganda’s 
progressive refugee policy can create a platform 
for self‑reliance and social cohesion when matched 
with investments in services, jobs and infrastructure 
in refugee settlements and host communities.

Pathway 10
Partnerships, 
Financing and Data 
for SDG Delivery
Mobilizing sustainable finance is essential for the 
Government to scale development solutions. Domes‑
tic revenue measures, efficiency gains and prudent 
borrowing can be complemented by blended finance 
and results‑based instruments that bring in private 
capital. Stronger government data systems will help 
enable evidence-based decision-making and results-
based management and will focus resources on 
what works.

Leave No One Behind
Target underserved subregions and groups 
with tailored service delivery models. Track 
progress with disaggregated data to ensure 
equity.

Human Rights 
and Accountability
Promote citizen participation and increase 
access to government information and 
grievance mechanisms.

Gender Equality
Address constraints on women’s agency, 
safety, time and resources. Design training, 
labour market and enterprise programmes that 
work for women and girls.

Delivery and Learning
Develop realistic, costed plans with 
clear accountability, supported by strong 
monitoring and evaluation systems. Share 
progress through performance dashboards 
and establish mechanisms for rapid course 
correction.

Resilience 
and Sustainability
Integrate risk screening and nature‑based 
solutions into planning and budgeting at local 
and national levels of planning.

Cross‑Cutting 
Principles for 
Implementation
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